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Dr. Kotatko, head of a department at the Czechoslovak Ministry of Agriculture, 
outlined the plens of his ministry at a recent meeting of high Czech govern= 
ment officials, Ue pointed out the fact that the highly individualistic 
neture of the Czech rural econony mede the task of nationalization extremely 
difficult. There are approximately 1,400,000 separate farms and agricul 
tural holdings in the country; approximetely 90 percent of the farmers own 
less than 15 hectares of land and work their fielde without outside help. 


Kotatko pointed out that for the time being the raising of proeduétion levels 
should take priority over the forcing of radical changes in the rurel economic 
structure. The large landowners will for the monent be spared as long as 
they meet the purposely exorbitent production quotas and follow the directives 
of the local Communist authorities. A special discriminatory price structure 
has @lso been devised to create difficulties for the prosperous farmers. 

These landowmers are given no textile or food ration coupons and must make all 
their purcheses in the expensive officiel erey market, Small farmers who do 
not meet their quotas will aleo be denied ration cards, 


The new basic rural unit in the collectivised Czech. scondmy will be the agricul- 
tural union or syndicats, “very rural villeve will contain a wnion and all 

its inhabitants and all the farmers in the adjoining territory will be nembers 
of the union, Dues will be paid according to the amount of property held. 

The union will provide seed, breeding stock, and machinery; it will set 
production quotas, and eventually it will direct the redistribution of the. 

land and the breaking up of the larger holdings. There will be approximately 
15,000 syndicates threughout the country: this structure, imposing though 

it may appear, will] be much easier to control than the present 1,500,000 _ 


separate rural wits, age 


Kotatako also spoke of the setting up of trector stations with 56 to 100 
tractors in each perk, Trucks and other agricultural machinery will also 

be included in these stations, The stations will not only control the distribu- 
tion of farming equipment, but will take care of political education, since 
they will be manned by Communict activists, 2 oe 
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